, 181, 3rd Section of Chung-Kang Rd. Taichung, Taiwan. R.O.C Angiogenesis, the formation of new blood vessels, is essential in development, reproduction, and wound repair. In the presence of angiogenic stimuli, vascular endothelial cells (ECs) begin to degrade the underlying basement membrane and migrate toward the site of angigenic stimuli, then proliferate and differentiate to form sprouts of new vessels. Degradation of basement membrane and cell migration are regulated by the elaboration of matrix-degrading enzymes, including plasminogen activators, stromelysin, gelatinase, and collagenase.

